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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, BRANSON CHAPTER 913, INC.
The VVA membership is open to all who served in Vietnam plus anyone serving in the military during the

Vietnam Era, anytime from 1963 to 1975. A copy of your DD-214 is required. Membership in the Associates
of the Vietnam Veterans of America (AVVA) is open to all others.

The Chapter meets at 6:30PM on the 4th Monday of each month in the Showroom at the
Golden Corral Restaurant on Shepherd of the Hills Expressway in Branson, just across the
street from the IMAX Theater. We host a "Breakfast with Buds" at 9:00AM on the second Saturday of every month, also at the Golden Corral Restaurant.
SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS:
NOVEMBER 27th….………………………....BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
DECEMBER 9th...............................................BREAKFAST WITH BUDS
DECEMBER 9th……………………………...CHRISTMAS PARTY
NO MEETING…..…………………………....BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
JANUARY 13th……………………………….BREAKFAST WITH BUDS
JANUARY 22nd...………………………….....BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING

LONG RANGE PLANNING:
FEBRUARY 10th……………………………...BREAKFAST WITH BUDS
FEBRUARY 26th……………………………...BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MARCH 10th…………………………………..BREAKFAST WITH BUDS
MARCH 26th…………………………………..BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
APRIL 14th… ………………………………...BREAKFAST WITH BUDS
APRIL 23rd…………………………………….BOARD MEETING/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
APRIL 23rd…….………………………………ELECTION

FROM THE EDITOR:
We need your email address! We will be posting the newsletter on the web site and emailing a copy,
we will no longer be mailing them. If you have changed your email address please contact Bruce and
let him know so we can keep it updated. If you have an article of interest to the Chapter for the
newsletter or a post to the Facebook page you can also forward it to Bruce and he will route it to
the editor. The chapter website is up and functioning please visit it at www.Bransonvva913.com.
We have also started out very own Facebook Page VVA 913. Please like the page and share it with the
other members that have Facebook

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY:
The Chapter’s Annual Christmas Party will be December 9th at Stone Castle Hotel (Stonehenge Room
Building 1)at 6pm. This will be a Potluck dinner but no cost. Turkey, Ham and Dessert will be provided. Please RSVP to Denise Greeno at bdgreeno4@aol.com or 417-263-0412 so that we can get down
what dish you are bringing and provide name tags.

CHAPTER WISHES:
For those under the weather or experiencing health problems, our sincerest wishes for a speedy recovery. For those that have lost loved ones, our deepest condolences.

HONOR GUARD/COLOR GUARD:
The Honor Guard cadre has conducted funeral honors for over 34 veterans for 2017. If you would like
to be involved with Honor Guard or Color Guards please contact Bruce Greeno at 417-331-1111,
email: bdgreeno4@aol.com or Jim Davis at 316-303-6085, email: jdavis339@yahoo.com or Charlie
Biri at 417-231-6847, email: frankbiri@yahoo.com

MISCELLANEOUS:
Andrea Brett now has her coffee table book “I Am a Veteran” available for sale. The Book is $39.95
at the Dick Clark American Bandstand Theatre, but the cost to the VVA 913 is $29.00. If you have
not seen the book it is a beautiful expression of her poem.

THE CHAPTER NEEDS INCREASED MEMBER PARTICIPATION:
In the past several years our main thrust has been increasing our membership numbers. We are now
consistently over 200 members strong, and while we are not slowing down on the recruitment efforts,
we need to focus our attention more on membership involvement. Those of you that only attend meetings and Breakfast with Buds need to take a look at the list of events planned for the rest of 2017 and
choose something that falls within your interests. Get involved with an event, even if it is only with the
planning or the set-up and teardown, you will find the camaraderie and enjoyment being "good for
your soul" Please remember we are a self funded organization....

PUBLIC RELATIONS MESSAGE:
What a great year VVA 913 had. We have grown in numbers and the enthusiasm is very prevalent in
our meetings and our monthly BWB. I am pleased to give you the outcome of all our fundraisers. The
annual benefit show in May brought in $15,019.15, the annual June 5K/Half Marathon in June brought
in $4000, and the annual trout tournament in October brought in approximately $1600. Not to mention
the largest Veterans Day Parade on record rounds out a very successful year for our chapter. It could
not have happened without the outstanding members that stepped up to the plate to assist in all our
functions. Thank you to all of VVA 913 members for a job well done. Let us now look forward to
2018 and the election of officers in April. Please look deep inside yourselves and pray to see how you
can serve our chapter for the next two years. We need all to be able to participate is some form or
fashion. Thanks for all you do and Welcome Home. Bob Sarver, VVA 913, Public Relations Director

VETERANS DAY PARADE: This year we had 97 positions in the parade (15 Bands and 2
ROTC’s) The Grand Marshall was Lieutenant General Gary Hughey, others included we LT Governor
Mike Parsons and Mayor Karen Best. We had 8 Golf Carts donated by Cedar Creek Golf Cars. The
Parade was enjoyed by all that attended and the Chapter put it’s best foot forward again.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
As 2017 draws to a close, I would like to convey my heart felt thank you to all of the members of
Chapter 913 for assisting with all of the functions we have been involved in. The Benefit Show, 5K
Run, Autumn Daze, Hollister Grape Festival, Annual Trout Fishing Tournament, Veterans’ Village
Booth and the 84th Annual Veterans’ Day Parade were all a big success. 913 has stepped to the front
with community involvement and support for our area.
Our Honor Guard has represented 913 in exemplary fashion with the many Color Guards, many times
two a day and then add two funerals to the schedule along with the Vendor Village Booth. Several
folks received information about VVA and membership in our chapter. We are now reserving our
booth for 2018 Veterans’ Village. All members are welcome to be involved in our booth and passing
out our information. We also need to have something to raffle to the guys, not just the quilt. Suggestions are welcome from all. “No cars please!”
The Floats for the Veterans’ Day Parade are in need of upgrading. We need to design decorations and
purchase banners to place on both sides of the trailers. As 913 is the Host of this event, we need to lead
by example and have the community recognize and be proud to say we are part of the community.
The web-site is being upgraded and a facebook page is being added to get 913
into the technical era. This will give easier access to 913 information and feedback from chapter 913 activities.
At this time I would like to wish each and every one a “Happy Thanksgiving
and a Merry Christmas”. Thank you all for your assistance and support with
all of our projects.
Thank you for your service.
Semper Fi
Bruce Greeno, President VVA 913
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